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The University of Kentucky and the Kentucky Horse Council, in partnership with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Service, recently collaborated on the 2022 Kentucky 
Equine Survey. This was a follow-up to the 2012 Kentucky Equine Survey, which was the first 
comprehensive study of equine agriculture in Kentucky in more than 30 years. The study reports 
estimates of the number of equine (horses, ponies, mules and donkeys) and equine operations in 
Kentucky. In addition, it collects information on income from equine-related sales and services, capital 
and operating expenditures, value of equine and equine-related assets, and labor. In addition to UK 
and KHC, the study was made possible with support from the Kentucky Agricultural Development 
Board, the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association, and other equine-affiliated organizations and 
individuals. 

It is important to note that these estimates will be different from those reported in the 2022 USDA 
Census of Agriculture. The Census of Ag only includes equine on a farm, which is defined by the 
USDA as a place that generates at least $1,000 in cash receipts annually through the sale of 
products. While some equine operations fit this definition, many do not. The Kentucky Equine Survey 
includes USDA-defined farms as well as other properties where equine are located but do not 
generate income, such as individuals who keep a few equine on their own property for personal use. 
We have found a large difference in numbers between the two approaches, sometimes on the order 
of 50%. 

As Kentucky’s equine industry navigated significant changes in the past decade, (emerging from the 
Great Recession in 2008-2009, the global COVID-19 pandemic in 2020-21, and natural disasters in 
2021 and 2022), it experienced areas of both growth and contraction. The number of equine and 
equine operations declined, but income increased. In addition, the total value of equine and equine-
related assets in the state was $27.7 billion in 2022, up more than 18% from 2012. 

Other highlights of the 2022 Kentucky Equine Survey include: 

• Though there are currently fewer equine living in the Commonwealth (209,500) than in the 2012 study 
(242,400), the total value of equine and equine-related assets in Kentucky increased from $23.4 billion 
in 2012 to $27.7 billion in 2022. 

• Kentucky is home to approximately 31,000 equine operations. 
• Acreage devoted to equine use in Kentucky is 84.1% of that in 2012 (900,000 acres in 2022, compared 

with 1.1 million acres in 2012). 
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• Total equine-related income from sales and services for equine operations in 2022 was almost $2.1 
billion, up from $1.1 billion in 2012, while expenses have increased from $1.2 billion to $1.6 billion; 82% 
of operating expenses are spent in Kentucky. 

• The top 10 most populous breeds in the commonwealth are Thoroughbreds (48,500), Quarter Horses 
(35,000), Walking Horses (28,500), donkeys and mules (13,500), Saddlebreds (12,000), Mountain 
Horse breeds (10,500), Standardbreds (9,200), Warmbloods (7,000), pony breeds (6,400) and 
Miniature Horses (6,100). 

• The state’s top-five primary uses of equine include trail/pleasure riding (62,500), broodmare (33,500), 
idle, retired or otherwise not working (32,500), growing horse (foal/weanling/yearling) (22,000), and 
competition/show (20,000). 

• There were 12,500 workers reported on Kentucky equine operations during 2022. This includes 6,300 
full-time and 6,200 part-time employees. Total payroll expenses amounted to $322 million. 

To access the full report and all supplementary material, please 
visit https://equine.ca.uky.edu/kyequinesurvey.   
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