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Undergraduate Student Opportunity Fund

op·por·tu·ni·ty n. \ äpərˈto͞ onədē \ a favorable set of circumstances that makes it possible to do something.
Overview. All students majoring in Agricultural Economics (AEC) at the University of Kentucky are encouraged to apply
for financial support (typically $500 to $2,000) from the Undergraduate Student Opportunity Fund. These funds enable
AEC students with support and guidance from their mentors to pursue strategic, career-enhancing opportunities that for
financial reasons students might not otherwise pursue. Examples of opportunities might include, but are not limited to,
education abroad expenses, paying unreimbursed rent on two apartments while interning in another location, or independent
research expenses. Students may apply for funding up to 12 months in advance. High-quality applications will reveal
thoughtful and detailed planning with input from one or more mentors.
Deadlines. A faculty panel will evaluate applications on November 15, February 1, and as often as needed to
accommodate special, time-sensitive opportunities that do not neatly fit these two deadlines. Students should attach
and send their completed applications via email to the AEC Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) with the subject
line “Opportunity Fund”. In their emails, applicants should copy (CC) each of their mentors who reviewed and support
their application. The DUS will confirm receipt of all applications and email award notices to all applicants two
weeks after the submission deadline or sooner for time-sensitive requests. The current AEC DUS is Dr. Roger Brown
(rogerbrown@uky.edu).
1. What opportunity do you have or are you seeking? Be as specific as possible.

2. What is the strategic importance of this opportunity to your overall career preparation?

3. What amount of money are you requesting and how do you plan to spend the money specifically?

4. Why is receipt of these funds in particular necessary for you to pursue this career-enhancing opportunity?

5. Who are your mentors for this opportunity and how will they contribute to your success? A mentor is an
experienced and trusted advisor, someone you turn to when you need helpful advice. Mentors may include course
instructors, academic advisors, current or previous employers, community leaders, and others.

The applicant indicates by his/her signature below that the information contained in this application is true and accurate to
the best of the applicant’s knowledge and that the applicant authorizes the Director of Undergraduate Studies in the UK
Department of Agricultural Economics to request and receive any information necessary to confirm said information. The
applicant also agrees to prepare upon completion of the supported experience a reflective statement to be shared with the
applicant’s mentors and the public about the professional importance of the opportunity to the applicant.

_____________________________________________________________
Applicant Signature

____________________________
Date

